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[bookmark: DALTON_FIRE_DISTRICT_BOARD_OF_WATER_COMM]DALTON FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING

[bookmark: September_28,_2021]February 24, 2026

Present:  James Driscoll, Camillus Cachat, Clerk Melanie Roucoulet, Water Superintendent Bob Benlien, Dan Filiault, Karen Filiault, Deputy Chief Charlotte Crane, Interim Chief Chris Cachat, Dennis Croughwell, Thomas Murray, Daniel Sintoni, Owen Hoffman, Jordan Anderson, Jacob Soldato, Nate, Mark DeMaranville, Rob Dalton TV

James Driscoll called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

General Business:

· James Driscoll made a motion to accept the minutes from the January 20, 2026, meetings as printed, Cam Cachat seconded, approved unanimously.
· Mark and Nate from New England Woodland management spoke about some issues they are having with Eversource, Mark had a meeting scheduled the next day with Eversource. James Driscoll said he had spoken to Eversource and Everything is fine.
· Daniel Filiault would like to have a prudential committee meeting early March.

  Ambulance/Fire:

· Charlotte Crane stated even though it is a short month we still had 76 calls, mostly EMS and one structure fire.
· Interim chief Chris Cachat Advised the board of a first alarm structure fire on Main Street. The fire started in the garage while the homeowner was doing work to his motorcycle near a gas heater, it was a quick knock down by the firefighters on duty and the crews did a great job handling the fire.
· The ambulance committee has started to look at options, specs and pricing a new ambulance
to hopefully purchase in the next four to five years.
· Crane would like to start putting funds aside into an apparatus funds stabilization account.
· The building committee met two weeks ago and would like to request a proposal looking for engineering with both our wants and our needs.
· Dennis Croughwell stated that they are looking for help from 2 residents of Dalton to join the committee. There will be a posting in the Berkshire Eagle and on iberkshires.
· The Dalton fireman's association Held a vote back in November to appropriate funds to purchase a ladder truck and donate it to the Dalton fire district. A ladder truck was finally purchased from Portland PA and will be here in the next few weeks. 

Water Department:

· A cold weather freeze notice was published on the district’s website, various Facebook pages and in iberkshires.
· We cleared the snow from the hydrants and removed the snow piles from the fire station.
· We had a few water freeze ups. 37 Pleasantview Drive, 30-32 Willis st, and 11 Warren Ave.
· There was a pipe that burst at 11 Eleanor drive that flooded the basement. We were called in to shut off the water.
· Bob would like to do a Waterworth rate study/water rate increase presentation.
· Bob created an ADU/MADU Policy for the commissioners to sign and approve. 
· There was a high water usage at the trailer park, they were using more water than the well could supply. We went up and checked under all the trailers looking for a leak. I called Henshaw Well Drilling To check for availability on their tanker truck in the event that we would need to supply water. I also informed DEP that we may need to have a water emergency and may need to have a delivery of water for the well site. We sent out a letter asking the residents to try to conserve water the water usage dropped down below 4 GPM the well was running 7 GPM and the well Recovered in 24 hours. There was no need to call in the tanker truck.
· We had Jarrett’s's truck repair fix the brakes on truck 47. Then we took it to Dufour’s for an inspection sticker.
· Bob has started compiling data for the annual statistical report.
· Bob has also updated the emergency response plan updates.


  Treasurer’s Report:

· Current A/R from October residential billing is $6040.54, which is 26 customers that have not responded to most recent letters. I will send a report over to Joe at the Collector’s office to put a Lien on the properties. 
· I have handed out all of the FY27 preliminary budget reports for the water superintendent and Fire Command staff to fill out. I asked them to try and have them completed by this Friday so that we can start our weekly budget meetings in March.  I received our increase from MIIA which was much better than I thought that it would be. Health insurance is only going up 6.06 percent, which is less than last year’s increase and dental will be going up 4.54 percent. 
· The Annual Election notice for new candidates was posted in the Berkshire Eagle on February 19th.  The offices to be filled are (1) prudential committee member for 1 year, (1) prudential Committee member for 3 years, (1) water commissioner for 3 years, Auditor for 1 year and Moderator for 1 year.  The deadline to pull nomination papers is March 22nd. Which can be taken out at my office.  I have been receiving questions and concerns regarding the petition for the board of water commissioners going from 3 to 5. I reached out to Serena from the state representative’s office. This was her response.

Hi Melanie, 

Thanks for reaching out! The bill was passed to be engrossed in the House, and is currently with the Senate Rules committee. Senator Mark’s office has written a letter to the Senate Rules committee asking for the bill to be released so it can continue through the legislative process. Unfortunately, I don’t have any insight into whether the bill will be passed prior to that date, nor can I offer an estimated timeline, but I understand the time-sensitive nature of the bill and will continue to closely monitor its status. As soon as I have a new update, I will let you know. 
· This years annual meeting will be held on Tuesday May 12th at the Stationery Factory
· I have started processing and printing water bills for the cycle of April 1st through September 30th which will be mailed out the last week of March. I will let you know the billing amount at the March meeting once billing is completed.



James Driscoll made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:11pm seconded by Cam Cachat, passed unanimously.


The next meeting will be Tuesday March 31, 2026 at 6:30pm

Respectfully submitted,
Melanie Roucoulet



Treasurer/Clerk
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