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DALTON FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING

November 26. 2024

Present: James Driscoll,Camillus Cachat, Michael Kubicki, Melanie Roucoulet, Water Superintendent
Bob Benlien, Interim Chief Chris Cachat, Richard Olsted

Public: Sabrina Damn-iberkshires, Don Davis, Robert Collins, Anthony Pagliarulo, William Drosehn,
Henry Rose, Tyler Colby

James Driscoll called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

o James Driscoll made a motion to accept the minutes from the October 29, 2024, meetings as printed,
Cam Cachat seconded, approved unanimously.

e Anthony Pagliarulo read a petition to change the number of water commissioners from 3 members to 5 members,
the reasoning being that back in 1998 the Selectboard raised it’s membership from 3 members to 5 members per the
recommendations of the Department of Revenue to better oversee and manage the Town Manager. Tony believes
that the Board of water commissioners should do the same to oversee and manage the Dalton fire chief.

o The Water Commissioners will discuss the recommendations.
Fire/Ambulance Department:

e Chief Cachat received a letter from another fire department regarding one of our firefighters. LT. Colby was
driving to drill the previous Monday night when he came upon a severe automobile accident in Huntington. LT
Colby went above and beyond to help the victim of the accident. Chief Cachat would like to acknowledge the
great job by Colby.

e Although the fire ban has finally ended, burning season is from January 15th through May 1st so there is still no
burning.

e Last night the Town of Dalton awarded the fire department $20,000 from ARPA funds for a forestry unit to help
us in case of forest fire.

e Mike Kubicki advised us that all the OSHA training is moving forward, policies, procedures and manuals have
been completed. LT Colby is collecting everyone’s paperwork. Just waiting for Drager to set up a date for fit
testing.

Water D rtment:

Bob received the $30,000 Cybersecurity grant, Tighe & Bond is getting ready to start on the project.
Tighe & Bond is also still working on the Lead Service Line inventory.
Bob received some complaints of dirty water at 440 North Street that is connected to a hydrant branch.
Bob attended cybersecurity training class.
Plows and sanders are all set and ready for winter.
Electrician installed a new switch at Don Elser.
o Don Davis was wondering if anything has been competed on the ADU houses, Driscoll stated that they
will be sitting down and putting a schedule together.



e Benlein is concerned about a freeze with the ADU houses and the proper way to have them connected. Driscoll
mentioned that we are only responsible from curb stop. Also all tiny houses/ADU houses will be charged for water.
A water entrance fee will be charged if a curb stop needs to be added.

Treasurer’s Report:
o AR for water payments is down under $70k for the most current billing period.
o All the late bills were mailed out earlier this week.
o Gasb audit has been completed.
o | have been working the past week on the tax recap, the meeting with the prudential committee is scheduled
for next Tuesday at 6pm.
o Water Liens for around $7,000 were sent over to the town hall for unpaid water bills.

o Bill Drosehn was wondering if we have had a chance to look at our estimated receipts, particularly our ambulance
income.

e James Driscoll announced that we will be having a special meeting on December 3™ to see about purchasing a new
ambulance, and another meeting on December 17" across the street to deal with the fire chief’s situation.

e Don Davis would like to discuss the regionalization study for Tom Irwin who wasn’t able to attend. Peru, Hinsdale
and Savoy will be participating in the study.

e Dr Henry Rose confirms that the study will cost no money from the town. James Driscoll confirms. Chief Chris
Cachat states that the Dalton Fire Department has no issues answering our calls.

o James Driscoll makes a motion to enter into the study for the town, Cam Cachat seconded, passed
unanimously.

James Driscoll made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:09pm seconded by Cam Cachat, passed unanimously.

The next meeting will be January 28, 2025 at 6:30pm

Respectfully submitted,

fMelanie (Roucoulet

Melanie Roucoulet
Treasurer/Clerk






